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not to exercise the faculty of criticism there, ' You
would not think it wrong, for instance, to criticise
books ? " " No," said my companion, " certainly
not. I think that it is not only legitimate, but a
duty, to bring one's critical faculties to bear on
books ; it is one of the most valuable methods of
self-education." "And yet books are nothing but
an expression of an author's personality/' I said.
" Would you go so far as to say that one has no
business to criticise one's friends' books ? " " You
are only arguing for the sake of arguing/' said my
companion. " With books it is quite different ;
they are a public expression of a man's opinions,
and consequently they are submitted to the world
for criticism." "I confess," I said, "that I do not
think the distinction is a real one. I feel sure one
has a right to criticise a man's opinions, delivered
in conversation ; and I think that much of our
lives is nothing but a more or less public expres-
sion of ourselves. Your position seems to me no
more reasonable than if a man was to say: * I
look upon the whole world, and all that is in it, as
the work of God ; and I am not in a position to
criticise any of the works of God/ If one may
not criticise the character of a friend whom one
esteems and loves, surely, a fortiori, we ought not